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Nebraska is on the path to becoming the best state in the nation for military personnel and
veterans. We’ve been instituting new policies that benefit military families and veterans
and that connect them with leadership opportunities in the workforce. We want to
encourage the veterans who live here now to stay in Nebraska and contribute their skills
to grow our state. We also want to invite others to relocate or retire here.
One of our biggest areas of focus over the past couple of years has been giving our
military families access to more job opportunities. For example, we expanded the hiring
preference for the State of Nebraska to include spouses of service members. We revised
regulations to allow military spouses to receive a three-year teaching permit in Nebraska
with a valid out-of-state license. We also entered into the Enhanced Nurse Licensure
Compact, which allows nurses to have one multi-state license. This makes it easier for
military spouses to begin work in nursing after moving to our state. This year, I’m working
with Senators Rita Sanders and Carol Blood of Bellevue on LB 389 to remove barriers that
impede military spouses from being certified to teach in Nebraska.
We’re investing in the health and wellbeing of our veterans. The State has received grant
funding from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs (USVA) to design and
construct an expansion at the Eastern Nebraska Veterans’ Home (EVNH) in Bellevue. To
be eligible for the USVA grant funding, the State was required to match 35% of the
project’s cost. I included those funds in my 2019 budget, which the Legislature
approved. The federal funds are allowing EVNH to add a net total of 24 private assisted-
living beds along with space for a brand-new Adult Day Health Care program. These
additions will help us better serve and directly care for our state’s veterans and their
families.
Last year, I worked with the Legislature to pass veterans tax relief. At my request, Senator
Tom Brewer of Gordon introduced LB 153 to exempt 50% of military retirement income
from state income taxation. The bill passed without a single vote of opposition, which
signifies the great support for veterans here in Nebraska. I signed LB 153 into law in
August.
Our work is making a difference. When I testified to the Legislature in support of veterans’
tax relief early in 2019, all of the states around us were adding military retirees while
Nebraska was losing them. The latest report from the Department of Defense (DOD)
shows that Nebraska’s military veteran retiree population has slightly increased. In
November 2020, SmartAsset ranked Nebraska the #7 best state for veterans. That’s good
evidence that we’re on the right track.
We’ve already taken several steps toward our goal of being the best state for veterans,
and we’re just getting started. This year, we have an opportunity to finish the work we
began on veteran’s tax relief in 2020. On January 29th, I testified in front of the
Legislature’s Revenue Committee in support of LB 387, which would exempt 100% of
military retirement income from state income taxation.
Across the nation, 30 states don’t tax military pensions—either because they don’t have
personal income tax, or they have special exemptions for veterans and military
personnel. This includes five of our six neighbors: Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, South Dakota,
and Wyoming. I’m supporting this same tax relief for the nearly 14,000 Nebraskans
receiving military retirement benefits, including National Guard and Reserve retirees. We
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want to be the most appealing place for these civic-minded leaders to reside after
retirement.
LB 387 is a priority bill to help build our workforce. Those who have served a full military
career and retire in Nebraska add immense value to our businesses and nonprofits. Since
many military personnel can retire after twenty years of service, they often finish their
military service in their 40s or 50s. At this age, they’re actively looking to invest their wealth
of skills in a second career or as a committed volunteer.
Military servicemen and women are accustomed to moving frequently, as often as every
couple of years. The Department of Defense reports that military families move 10 times
more often than civilian families. By the time they complete their military career, the men
and women in the military have typically lived in several different communities. They can
choose from among these locations when deciding where to retire. Given their mobility, we
need to pursue additional strategies to retain them once they’re finished with their careers.
In addition to building our workforce, having a culture that’s friendly to veterans and
military personnel is attractive to decision-makers. For instance, Nebraska is still pursuing
U.S. Space Command headquarters. As part of its initial decision on where to locate the
command, DOD evaluated how Nebraska compares to other states as a home for military
families. When our state is considered for major projects like this, we want to be able to
have the strongest resume possible.
If you have questions about Nebraska’s work to support veterans, please email me at
pete.ricketts@nebraska.gov or call 402-471-2244. This year, the Unicameral has the
opportunity to take the next step in delivering tax relief for our veterans who have
sacrificed so much. Please encourage your State Senator to stand up for our veterans by
supporting LB 387. You can find their contact information at www.nebraskalegislature.gov.
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/becoming-america%E2%80%99s-1-state-veterans

Support Veteran/Military and Families
Below is a link to legislative bills that are active pertaining to Military Member both active
and veterans. After opening click on the bill number. Read the intent of the bill and if
desired open the bill as introduced. After review, please send an email to your State
Senator and express your support or opposition for the bill and request he/she vote
accordingly.   
https://veterans.nebraska.gov/sites/veterans.nebraska.gov/files/doc/2021Legislation2-12-
21.pdf
Here is a link to find your
senator. https://nebraskalegislature.gov/senators/senator_find.php
Email minimum information.
Subject: (State your position) I am a proponent or opponent to LB___
Dear Senator _______________
Express your reason for your position for the bill.  You do not have to write an essay
unless you desire.
As a minimum express how you want the Senator to vote (Yes or No).
Respectfully,
Your Name
Rank, Branch, Ret, Veteran, Supporter (optional)
Address:
Email address
Phone Number (optional)
Member of the Nebraska Veterans Coalition

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES with Senators & their Staff
Members

 
1. Implement the GOLDEN RULE in your communication with all elected officials and their
staff.
2. Remember that trust between any two people grows like a dimmer switch.
3. Operate with honesty & integrity (Keep your promises).
4. Scrutinize every letter or email before it is sent. (does it meet Guidelines # 1}.
5. Put yourself in the Senators’ or staff members’ shoes and try to understand their
perspective during your communication.
6. Remember, that every person can change their perspective if he or she is provided the
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right information that allows them to ‘see’ things differently. Then they begin changing their
mind- again the dimmer switch.
7. Remember that the Senator and staff members have calendars that are full of pre-
scheduled meetings, preparation for hearings, research, and committee hearing – and this
is during the OFF season! So, do not expect immediate attention or results from your initial
contact.
8. Know that your maximum effectiveness will be the result of a series of communications
using guidelines #1-7 over a prolonged period.
9. Print a ‘ code’ in the upper right corner of the first page that makes your document easy
to file or recall or retrieve. (I.E., “Vote NO on LB 173” in red letters).
10. You can always attach a document that you feel provides support for your position.
11. To maximize your effectiveness, use two communication processes like this:
A. Call and have a 3 to 5-minute dialogue with the Legislative Aide.
B. send a follow-up email to the Senator with a CC to the Legislative Aide.
12. If you opt to write your senator, ask an important question in your letter. This will open
the door to communication between you and your senator if you finish your letter with a
sentence like this:
“ I look forward to receiving your answer to my question.”

The Legislative Process
There are several steps in the lawmaking process in the Nebraska Unicameral:

1. research and introduction.
2. committee hearing.
3. three stages of floor debate; and approval by the leader of the state's executive

branch - the governor.
Public hearings allow citizens from across the state to give their opinions about bills. They
testify at these hearings as to the positive and negative aspects of the legislation as well
as suggest changes. After the hearing, committees may vote to send a bill to general file
with or without proposed amendments, indefinitely postpone (kill) the bill or take no action
on it.
In order to become a law, a bill must successfully pass through its committee and three
rounds of floor consideration. These three rounds are, in order, General File, Select File,
and Final Reading.
General File: General File is the first me the full legislature will have the opportunity to
debate and vote on bills. At this stage, senators consider amendments, which may be
proposed by commi ees and by individual senators. Many people consider General File to
be the most important stage of the legisla ve process because it is where most
compromises are worked out through debate and amendment. It takes a majority vote of
legislators to adopt amendments, move a bill from General File to the next stage of
consideration or kill a bill.
Select File: Select File is the second deba ng and vo ng stage. Bills on Select File may be
amended, advanced to the next stage, or killed.
Final Reading: Before final passage, all bills must be read aloud in their en rety by the
Clerk, unless three-fi hs of the legislators vote not to do so. This process is called a bill's
Final Reading. A bill may not be amended or debated on Final Reading but may be returned
to Select File for a specific amendment.
A proposed cons tu onal amendment requires a three-fi hs vote of the elected members.
Bills with an emergency clause - a clause requiring that implementa on of the bill take
place earlier than otherwise allowed by law - require a two-thirds vote. All other bills
require a simple majority vote.
A er the Legislature passes a bill on Final Reading, it goes to the governor for his or her
approval. The governor, who leads the state's execu ve branch, has five days, not coun ng
Sundays, to decide what to do with a bill. If the governor signs a bill or declines to act on it,
the bill becomes state law. The governor may veto a bill, and he or she has the authority to
strike specific budget items (line-item veto). The Legislature may override a governor's
veto, although it takes a three-fifths vote of the body to do so.



Public Hearings
How to share your views with senators
Nebraska’s unique Unicameral Legislature relies heavily on the “second house” – the
citizens of the State of Nebraska. Ensuring that members of the public have the
opportunity to have their voices heard is vital to the legislative process.
The COVID-19 pandemic has created unique health and safety concerns. The Legislature
has considered and adopted expanded methods by which the public can provide input into
the legislative process so that citizens who have safety concerns about in-person testifying
have multiple opportunities to have their voice heard as part of the legislative and
committee process.
The following options provide ways for citizens to share their views on a bill with the
Legislature. Please read each option carefully, as each has a different outcome as to how
your input is recorded.
In-Person Testimony
As always, persons a ending a public hearing in person will have an opportunity to present
verbal tes mony to the commi ee and be subject to ques oning by the commi ee
members. In-person tes mony is generally limited to 5 minutes although the chair of each
committee has the discretion to modify that time limit.
Persons verbally tes fying will be listed as a tes fier on the commi ee statement as has
been the prac ce, and have their posi on included within the official commi ee hearing
record
Written Testimony In Lieu of In-Person Testimony for Public Hearings
during the 2021 Session
As part of the Nebraska Legislature’s procedural modifications in response to the COVID-
19 Pandemic, during the 2021 Session, the standing committees will be accepting
submitted written testimony for public hearings on a bill or resolution when the following
specific procedures outlined below are met.
The intent of this option is to create a substitute for those who are concerned about safety
by testifying in person but wish to have their testimony submitted, name recorded on the
committee statement, and included in the formal committee hearing record as if they had
testified in person. Please note that the committee statement will note that the testimony
was provided in writing with no opportunity for the committee members to question the
testifier.
In order to take advantage of this option, the following six requirements must be met:

1. Submission of written testimony will only be accepted between 8:30 a.m. and 9:30
a.m. in the respective hearing room where the bill will be heard later that day.

2. Individuals must present their written testimony in person during this time frame and
sign the submitted written testimony record at the time of submission on the day of
the hearing on the bill.

3. The testifier must submit 12 copies. Failure to submit the required number of copies
will result in the treatment of the submission as a position letter and not written
testimony.

4. The written testimony must be a written statement that is no longer than 2 single-
spaced, typed pages or 4 double-spaced, typed pages in length.

5. Only the written testimony from the person delivering the testimony will be
accepted. No handouts, testimony, or letters from other individuals may be included
outside of an individual’s written testimony.

6. Written testimony will be handed out to each member of the committee during the
hearing and made available as part of the hearing transcript when the transcript is
made public.

Failure to meet all of these procedures for submitted written testimony will result in the
person providing the testimony to not be listed on the committee statement as a written
testifier, however, the testimony will be included in the official hearing record as an exhibit.
Directions for Preparing Written Testimony
The easiest way to think of written testimony is that it should read as if you were sitting in
the chair and orally testifying. Submitted, written testimony should be a written version of
oral testimony. Written testimony should not be a letter to the committee or a memo. No
inside address to the chair or closing signature is needed on your testimony.
When written testimony is submitted, the testifier fills out a “sign-in sheet” (similar to
providing oral testimony) identifying their name and who he/she is representing, if anyone
other than self. This sheet serves as the “signature” of the testifier so no closing signature
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is required on the testimony itself.
Additionally, handouts may not be submitted with written testimony, and “handout
information” should not be incorporated into your written testimony. You cannot read a
chart when orally testifying, so a chart should not be included in the middle of your written
testimony.
SAMPLE Written Testimony
Chairman Williams, and members of the Banking Committee, my name is [first and last
name]. I am here representing myself in support of LB 21. This bill changes several
different insurance provisions. As a newly licensed insurance agent, I am here to support
the change to Nebraska’s continuing education laws for insurance agents. LB 21 would
change the law to provide that the current continuing education provisions will not apply to
insurance agents in their first license period if the license expires less than a year after the
date of licensing. The current law does not provide an adequate amount of time for an
agent to practice under their original license before requiring the agent to obtain
continuing education hours. I believe the change to the continuing education requirements
for newly licensed agents is a commonsense change and ask for your support in
advancing LB 21 to the general file.

Position Letter
If you are not testifying in person on a bill or resolution, or submitting written testimony in
person on a bill (Option 2), but would like to submit a position letter to be included in the
official hearing record as an exhibit, you must deliver your letter to the office of the
committee chair or email to the committee’s email account List of Committee Emails by
12:00 p.m. CST on the last workday prior to the public hearing.
Letters emailed (and not hand-delivered) will not be included as part of the public hearing
record if sent to any email other than the committee’s email account List of Committee
Emails.
Your letter must identify the bill or resolution, include your name and address, state a
position of for, against, or neutral, on the bill in question and include a request for the letter
to be included as part of the public hearing record.
Please note that mass communications will also not be included as part of the official
hearing record as an exhibit regardless of delivery time or requests to have the
communication included.

Committee Email Links
Below are committee email addresses that need to be used for Position Letters.
·        Agriculture — agrpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Appropriations — apppl@leg.ne.gov
·        Banking, Commerce and Insurance — bnkpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Business and Labor — buspl@leg.ne.gov
·        Education — edupl@leg.ne.gov
·        Executive Board — excpl@leg.ne.gov
·        General Affairs — genpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Government, Military and Veterans Affairs — govpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Health and Human Services — hhspl@leg.ne.gov
·        Judiciary — judpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Natural Resources — natpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Nebraska Retirement Systems — retpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Revenue — revpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Transportation and Telecommunications — tntpl@leg.ne.gov
·        Urban Affairs — urbpl@leg.ne.gov

Submission of Online Comments
 In order to facilitate public input on legislation, a new feature has been added to the
Nebraska Legislature’s website for submission of written comments on pending legislation
on the Legislature’s website at any stage of the process. (To access this feature, search for
the bill you wish to submit a statement on and click the corresponding button near the top
of the bill page.)
These submissions will not be considered testimony or part of the public hearing record,
but the submitted comments will be available for access by senators and staff throughout
the session. Please note, there should be no expectation of privacy regarding comments
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submitted in this format. If a citizen uses the database to submit his or her views prior to
the public hearing on a bill or resolution, this option will allow input to the members of the
committee prior to any committee votes.

Useful Links

Veteran and Military bills for this session.
https://veterans.nebraska.gov/sites/veterans.nebraska.gov/files/doc/2021Legislation2-12-
21.pdf

 
Find Your Senator:
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/senators/senator_find.php
 
The committee with members and Chairperson:
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/committees/standing-committees.php
 
Link to read bills and find a hearing date.
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/

Legislative Calendar
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/calendar/calendar.php

State Capitol Information

Driving Directions and Parking
The Nebraska State Capitol is located at the south edge of downtown Lincoln, Nebraska,
at the intersection of 15th and K streets.
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/feature/visiting-capitol.php

State Capitol Building Map
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/pdf/feature/CapitolMap.pdf

Observing the Legislature
While you are visiting the Legislature, please abide by the following rules:

Be seated and do not lean over the banister.
Do not place anything on the banister.
Drinks are not allowed in the balcony.
You may take photographs, but the use of flash is not allowed.
Applause or other demonstrations are not allowed.
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/feature/visiting-capitol.php

For information about the State Capitol, its history, and its visiting hours, please visit the
State Capitol web site.
For more information about tours, contact the State Capitol Tours Office at (402) 471-
0448.
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/feature/visiting-capitol.php 

Dean Kenkel
CW5, USAR, Ret
Nebraska Veterans Coalition

GLOSSARY OF LEGISLATIVE TERMS.
"A" Bill - see Appropriation Bill.
Act - the proper term for a bill after it is enacted into law. Also, a term used to refer to a
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group of laws addressing a particular subject, such as the Nebraska Affordable Housing
Act.
Agenda - a daily order of legislative business set by the Speaker.
Amendment is available in the Bill Room  - an amendment printed separately from the
Legislative Journal that is available in the Bill Room (Room 1104).
Appropriation Bill ("A" Bill) - a bill to appropriate funds to finance another bill bearing
the same number.
Attorney General's Opinion - a written analysis of a question of law prepared by the
attorney general for the governor, the head of an executive department or any state
senator.
Biennium - the two-year period in which a single Legislature, such as the 96th
Legislature, exists. Also, the two fiscal years for which a single Legislature does budget
planning and makes appropriations.
Bill - see Legislative Bill.
Bracket - to delay consideration of a bill.
Call of the House - a procedure used to compel the attendance of unexcused senators in
the chamber. Any senator may move for a call of the house, and a majority of senators
voting is required to place the house under call.
Carry-over Legislation - bills and resolutions introduced during the regular session in an
odd-numbered year and held over for consideration during the regular session in an even-
numbered year.
Chair - the presiding officer. The lieutenant governor or speaker normally serves as chair,
but other senators also may preside. The senator presiding is said to be "in the chair."
Cloture - a parliamentary action to cease debate on a bill and vote immediately on its
advancement.
Committee on Committees - the select committee that proposes appointments of
senators to other legislative committees at the beginning of each biennium.
Committee Statement - a statement indicating whether a committee voted to advance or
indefinitely postpone a particular bill. Includes the roll call vote of committee members, a
summary of the bill and any proposed committee amendments, and a list of who testified
at the bill's hearing.
Constitutional Amendment Resolution  - a proposal to amend the state constitution,
ratify or reject an amendment to the U.S. Constitution, or petition Congress about
amending the U.S. Constitution. State CA resolutions have the suffix "CA" by the
resolution number, and they must be approved by Nebraska voters as well as the
Legislature.
Correctly Engrossed - a term describing a bill that is reprinted for Final Reading with all
adopted amendments incorporated.
Consent Calendar - a portion of the agenda in which relatively noncontroversial bills are
considered and quickly advanced to the next legislative stage. Usually, a bill on consent
calendar can be debated for no more than 15 minutes.
E" Clause - see Emergency Clause.
E & R - see Enrollment and Review.
Emergency Clause ("E" Clause) - a provision that allows a bill or a portion of a bill to
take effect immediately after the governor signs it or after the Legislature overrides the
governor's veto.
Engrossment - the process of preparing a bill for Final Reading by incorporating all
adopted amendments.
Enrollment and Review (E & R) - the process of incorporating adopted amendments into
a bill, reviewing the bill for technical and grammatical accuracy, and making
recommendations relative to arrangement, phraseology and correlation.
Enrollment and Review Initial - the Enrollment and Review process that a bill undergoes
after it is advanced from General File.
Enrollment and Review for Engrossment - the Enrollment and Review process that a
bill undergoes after it is advanced from Select File. During this stage, the bill is engrossed
and reprinted for Final Reading.
Executive Board of the Legislative Council - a nine-member special committee that
oversees legislative services, personnel and other internal affairs of the Legislature. The
Executive Board also serves as the Reference Committee.
Executive Session - a closed meeting of a committee to discuss and act on bills and
resolutions. An executive session is open only to committee members, committee staff
and the media.
Final Reading - the third and last stage at which a bill is considered by the full
Legislature. The clerk reads the entire bill aloud, unless final reading is waived, and
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senators vote without debate on whether to submit the bill to the governor.
Fiscal Note - a statement prepared by the Legislative Fiscal Office estimating the effect a
bill would have on state and/or local expenditures and revenue.
Floor - the area of the legislative chamber where the senators sit. When a committee
advances a bill "to the floor," that means the bill is being sent to the full Legislature for
consideration.
General File - the first stage at which a bill is considered by the full Legislature. Bills on
General File may be amended, returned to committee, indefinitely postponed or advanced
to Select File.
Germane - relevant to the specific subject of the bill being considered. Any amendment
that is not germane is out of order
Hearing - a regularly scheduled committee meeting to receive public comment on
proposed bills and resolutions.
History - see Legislative History.
House Under Call - the term used when all unexcused senators are required to be in their
seats in the chamber and unauthorized personnel must leave the floor.
Indefinitely Postpone (IPP) - to suspend all further activity against a bill or resolution.
Initiative - the power of the people, through the petition process, to enact laws and adopt
constitutional amendments independently of the Legislature.
Interim - the period between regular legislative sessions.
Interim Study Resolution - a resolution authorizing a committee to study an issue
following adjournment of a legislative session.
Introducer's Statement of Intent - see Statement of Intent.
IPP - see Indefinitely Postpone.
Journal - see Legislative Journal.
Laid Over - a term used to describe a motion or bill on which action has been postponed.
Laws of Nebraska (Session Laws) - a bound compilation of all laws and constitutional
amendment resolutions passed in a legislative session, the state Constitution, and subject
and section indexes.
Legislative Bill (LB) - a proposal to create, change or delete one or more laws. See also
Act.
Legislative Council - a council consisting of all members of the Legislature. The
Legislative Council examines information relating to state government and the general
welfare of the state and recommends legislation.
Legislative History - the committee and floor debate records for any bill. A history
includes transcripts of the bill's hearing and all floor debate, the introducer's statement of
intent, and the committee statement.
Legislative Journal - an official record of legislative floor action, including all motions, the
number of yeas and nays on each vote, how each senator voted on record votes, etc.
Legislative Resolution (LR) - a proposal to make a formal expression of opinion, intent
or recognition; amend the state or federal constitution, or authorize a study of an issue
during the interim. See also Constitutional Amendment Resolution, Interim Study
Resolution.
Line-Item Veto - the power of the governor to make specific reductions in any part of a
budget bill passed by the Legislature. Also, see veto.
Machine Vote - a vote taken by the electronic voting system. The voting board shows
how each senator voted, but only vote totals are entered in the Legislative Journal.
Major Proposal - a bill or constitutional amendment resolution that the speaker
designates as important enough for scheduling priority. Each session, up to five bills may
be chosen as major proposals, all of which must be senator priority bills and must get the
approval of two-thirds of the Executive Board.
Oneliner - a brief, one-line description of a bill or resolution.
Override a Veto - see Veto Override.
President of the Legislature - the lieutenant governor. While senators address whoever
is in the chair as Mr. or Madame President, the lieutenant governor alone holds that official
title.
Presiding Officer - the president or senator currently presiding over legislative
proceedings.
Priority Bill - a bill that has priority status and generally is considered ahead of other bills
in the debate. Each senator may select one priority bill, each committee may select two
priority bills, and the speaker may select up to 25 priority bills.
Record Vote - a vote on which a record is kept of how each senator voted. The vote is
taken by an electronic voting system, and the senators' names and corresponding votes
are then printed in the Legislative Journal.
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Reference Committee - the committee, made up of the nine Executive Board members,
that refers bills, resolutions, and gubernatorial appointments to other committees.
Referendum - the power of the people, through the petition process, to repeal or amend
any act or part of an act of the Legislature.
Regular Session - the annual legislative session that begins the first Wednesday after the
first Monday in January. Regular sessions generally last 90 legislative days in odd-
numbered years and 60 legislative days in even-numbered years.
Resolution - see Legislative Resolution.
Revisor Bill - a bill, prepared by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, proposing a
technical correction or the repeal of an obsolete statute.
Roll Call Vote - a vote during which the senators vote one at a time as the clerk reads
their names. Senators cast their votes verbally, and their names a  Select Committee - a
permanent committee with a subject-matter jurisdiction related to the administration of the
Legislature.
Select Committee - a permanent committee with a subject-matter jurisdiction related to
the administration of the Legislature.
Select File - the second stage at which a bill is considered by the full Legislature. Bills on
Select File may be amended, returned to committee, indefinitely postponed or advanced to
Final Reading.
Session - a period of time, usually a number of days, during which the Legislature meets
and transacts business. See Regular Session, Special Session.
Session Laws - a compilation of all laws and constitutional amendment resolutions
passed in a session.
Sine Die - without setting a future date for reconvening. When the Legislature adjourns
sine die, the legislative session is finished for the year.
Slip Law - a bill or constitutional amendment resolution printed individually in its approved
form after being enacted into law or submitted to voters.
Speaker of the Legislature - the officer of the Legislature, elected from among the
senators, who prepares the daily agenda and the session calendar and who presides in
the absence of the lieutenant governor.
Special Committee - a committee created by law for a specific reason. Except for the
Executive Board, special committees generally have no jurisdiction over bills or
resolutions.
Special Session - a limited legislative session called for a specific purpose by the
governor or two-thirds (33 members) of the Legislature.
Standing Committee - a permanent committee with a subject-matter jurisdiction related
to an area of public policy. Almost all bills and resolutions are referred to one of the 14
standing committees.
Statement of Intent - a statement, prepared by the sponsor of a bill, that briefly describes
the bill and the reasons why it is being introduced.
Study Resolution - see Interim Study Resolution.
Summary Sheet - The Summary Sheet is compiled from the daily Legislative Journal at
the end of each legislative day. It includes a description of bill and resolution activity that
day. It is available the following morning.
Veto - the power of the governor to reject bills passed by the Legislature. The governor
has five days, excluding Sundays, to veto a bill. The Legislature has a chance to override
the veto. Also, see Line Item Veto.
Veto Override - the power of the Legislature to pass a bill over the governor's veto. A veto
override requires the approval of three-fifths (30 members) of the Legislature.
Voice Vote - a vote in which senators cast their votes orally and no totals are recorded.
Worksheet - a list showing the status of every bill and resolution at the beginning of each
legislative day. It is produced daily during the session.

Websitehttp://www.nebraskaveterans.org/      
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